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In the first week of May, the US military launched three training exercises, involving naval forces
(including 12 warships) and Marines conducting so-called DEFEX exercises in the Caribbean
south of Cuba, Global Shield north of Cuba and Ocean Venture with a mock landing in Puerto
Rico. May 3: Cuba lodged a complaint with the UN Security Council about US naval maneuvers
near its territorial waters, saying the exercises were "totally unjustified" and created a "dangerous
situation." The Cuban government claims the US has increased its forces at the Guantanamo base
in eastern Cuba over the past four months. Havana says there are now 12 instead of six US warships
anchored there, and that additional 155 mm artillery pieces have been brought in to back up the
estimated 3,000 troops stationed at the base. May 6: President Fidel Castro said, "We are convinced
that [the US military exercises] are training for an invasion of Cuba, and we will not permit their
transformation to direct action." In response to the military exercises, an island-wide training
exercise called "Cuban Shield" was implemented May 2. The US military exercises in the Caribbean
are an annual affair. According to Cuban officials, however, this year's scenario was different in that
three maneuvers took place simultaneously in an escalating fashion and ended with all hardware
converging around Cuba. In addition, said the officials, the 1990 exercises were different in that
the Pentagon kept some parts of the operation secret until the last minute. May 8: Cuban military
spokespersons rejected a statement by the US government asserting that the three simultaneous
military exercises in progress near the island were only routine, and not intended to antagonize
Cubans. In response to the US war games, the Cuban military carried out a series of maneuvers.
Cuban officials said participating in the US exercises were several warships, two airborne divisions,
the 24th mechanized infantry division, the 10th mountain light infantry division, the 2nd Marine
division, and the 755 Rangers regiment. The maneuvers were called Global Shield, Ocean Venture
and Defex. The latter is a rehearsal of an evacuation of US civilian personnel from the Guantanamo
naval base. Cuba's international news agency, Prensa Latina, reported that the six-day military
exercises, in which nearly all Cubans participated, were the most extensive of the past 20 years.
Several hundred thousand people were readied for combat, and put through exercises that would
counter a US military attack. T-54 tanks were in the streets, and for the first time, MIG-29 planes
flew over sugarcane fields and orange groves surrounding Havana. May 9: Cuban delegate to the
UN Disarmament Commission, Maria Esther Fiffe, denounced the US military maneuvers, adding
that they include mock attacks on Cuba, air and sea landings, and evacuations of the Guantanamo
base. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 05/06/90, 05/09/90; Notimex, 05/06/90; AFP, 05/03/90, 05/04/90)
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